
Foundations of English Course Syllabus
Teacher:  Mrs. Brittany Knowles Email:  bknowles@duplinschools.net
Room:  27 Phone: (910) 285-7501

Course Description
This course is designed to explore the foundational elements of literature, grammar, and writing using a wide
range of reading material and writing assignments. It is a preparatory class for English I.

Independent Reading
To improve reading, students must practice reading.  In this course, students will be expected to read daily.
Various projects will be completed based upon your independent reading.  Information regarding these
assignments will be shared with students well in advance of due dates.

Grading Policy
The following grades will count once:  classwork, homework, quizzes.  Tests and projects will count twice.

Materials Needed
● 3-Ring Binder
● 5 Tab Dividers
● 1-subject notebook
● Loose-Leaf Paper
● Pens (blue, black, red) and Pencils
● Highlighters
● Earbuds
● Index Cards
● Handheld Pencil Sharpener
● Clear Page Protectors
**Optional:  Agenda, Post-It Notes, Hand Sanitizer

Class Expectations
In order for learning to take place consistently in the classroom, expectations are set.  The following
expectations should be met daily:

● Be prepared to learn – Students should be on time for class (no loitering in hallway or doorway).  Class
materials should be taken out and ready to use prior to the tardy bell.  HOMEWORK should be placed
on your desk.

● Be engaged and responsible – Students should be involved in all classwork, discussions, and more daily.
Students are active learners who contributes to the overall success of themselves and others in the
class.  All students should participate and collaborate (Ask questions, share strategies, value differences
in thinking).

● Respect yourself, your school, and others.

Electronic Devices
All electronic devices should be put away during class unless given permission by the teacher.  All cellphones
will be stored in a designated area during class instruction.  Failure to comply with the cellphone policy may
result in an office referral.



Attendance and Make-Up Work Policy
Regular and prompt class attendance is an essential part of the educational experience. We expect students to
exercise good judgment regarding attendance and absences. Students will accept full responsibility for
ensuring their work does not suffer because of absences. Students may not exceed 5 unexcused absences.
Students who exceed 5 unexcused absences will obtain an automatic failure; failures can be appealed through
the appeals process.  For more information regarding absences, please refer to the absence policy in the
handbook.

It is the student’s responsibility to make-up missed work.  In the event that you are absent, please see me
before school (7:40-7:50), during lunch, or after school for assignments or feel free to speak with a classmate
about missed work.  Work should be submitted in a timely manner.

Tardy Policy
It is imperative for students to be ready to begin class when the tardy bell rings.  All students should enter class
quietly, have a seat, and begin the Bellwork assignment on the board – NO LINGERING IN THE HALLWAY/DOOR.
Students who are not seated and ready to begin class at the bell will be counted tardy.  The 1st tardy will be a
warning; tardy 2-4 will receive lunch detention/after school detention; 5+ tardy referrals may result in
suspension (per school policy).

Late Work
Part of being a high school student is learning to prioritize your schedules and set time aside to complete tasks.
Work should be turned in on time.  In some cases, I will accept work late; however, points will be deducted (10
points each day).

Leaving the Class
You will not be allowed to leave the classroom for any reason during class (with the exception of medical
emergencies).  Please remember to bring all materials to class and be prepared to learn. You will be given 2
restroom passes to use this semester.  Use them sparingly.  Take advantage of time between classes to use the
restroom.  Extra credit will be given for any unused passes.

Class Dismissal
Although a bell will ring to signal the end of class, I will dismiss students from class.  No exceptions.

Food/Drink
Food or drink should not be out during class.  Feel free to bring water!

Plagiarism, Cheating, and Academic Integrity
Plagiarism is the practice of copying words, sentences, images, or ideas for use in written or oral assessments
without giving proper credit to the source. Cheating is defined as the giving or receiving of illegal help on
anything that has been determined by the teacher to be an individual effort. Both are considered serious
offenses and will significantly affect your course grade and could result in an office referral.



__________________________________________________________________________________________
(PLEASE CUT AND RETURN BOTTOM PORTION)

I have read and understand the course syllabus for Foundations of English I.

Student Signature:  _________________________________________________ Date:  _________________
Parent Signature:  __________________________________________________ Date:  __________________
Parent Contact Information
Phone Number:  ____________________________ Email:  _________________________________________

Parents,
Please feel free to use the space on the back to share any information that you feel is important to your child’s overall success in this
class.


